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This comprehensive report is based on in-depth interviews with food companies completed by a desk review.

It provides for DECISION MAKERS a global understanding of the sector as well as an outlook on its future.
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INTRODUCTION

Syria produces only little active material and

most of total input value is estimated to be

of foreign content. While the import of drugs

that are manufactured in Syria is banned ,

items not produced in the country can be

brought in. The Government is expected to

open this market to the private sector. Yet

there is almost no research and development

due to the lack of patent protection.
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COMPANIES

Businesses operating in the industry can be

divided in three large groups :

1. Eight to 9 large firms that have adopted

modern production and marketing

techniques,

2. Around 25 midsized companies producing

companies active in the industry mainly

generic products and selling to the

domestic market with only limited

exports,

3. Around 25 smaller companies that have

limited product ranges and often operate
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There are 52 firms producing pharmaceutical

products. Syria has the largest number of

pharmaceutical companies compared with

any other Arab market , even though its

domestic market size is smaller than many

others. Private capital inflows have increased

significantly in the last decade thanks to the

involvement of several major industrial and

trading groups in the drug industry. The two

largest cities in the country , Aleppo and

Damascus host the largest industrial firms.

limited product ranges and often operate

intermittently.
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