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INTRODUCTION
The U.A.E. market for pharmaceuticals is 
heavily dominated by imported products, 
manufactured mostly by large multinational 
drug companies.  The government (through 
government hospitals) is a major buyer of 
pharmaceutical products, and the ministry of 
health has an annual budget of around Dhs 200 
million for drugs and chemicals. 

MARKET OUTLOOK

Pharmaceutical imports account for about 1% 
of the entire import bill of the country. The 
market is almost entirely dependent on imports 
to meet demand.  Imports of pharmaceutical 
products are mainly in the packages 
readymade for retail sale, which account for 
more than four fifth of the imports.   Bulk import 
of drugs, re-mixing and re-packaging is 
relatively small, accounting for less than 10% of 
the share.   The reason is clearly because of 
the domination of the global pharmaceutical 
trade by large multinational companies, who 
largely sell the finished product via their 
distributors in the country. 

COMPANIES
Pharmaceutical and related exports are largely 
carried out by a small but successful 
manufacturing sector now established in the 
U.A.E.   There are five pharmaceutical 
producing companies in the U.A.E., and 
manufacturing has been established 
independent of the domestic market, which is 
rather small to support the development of 
manufacturing activity.
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